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people would rob me. It is true that there was trouble
over the badly kept books, and a number of the fishermen
disclaimed their debts charged against them; but with
one exception no one came and said that he had had
things which were not noted on the bills. I am confident,
however, that they did not go back on me willingly, and
when my merchant friends said, "I told you so," I hon-
estly was able to state that it was the management, not
the people or the system, that was at fault. Indeed, sub-
sequent events have proved this. For five of the stores
still run, and run splendidly, and pay handsomer divi-
dends by far than any investment our people could pos-
sibly make elsewhere.

With the sale of a few investments and some other
available property, the liability was so far reduced that,
with what the stores paid, only one merchant was not
fully indemnified, and he generously told me not to
worry about the balance.

This same year, on the other hand, one of our most
forward steps, so far as the Mission was concerned, was
taken, through the generosity of the late Mr. George B.
Cliiett, of Troy, New York. He had built specially for our
work a magnificent three-masted schooner, fitted with
the best of gear including a motor launch. She was con-
structed of three-inch oak plank, sheathed with hardwood
for work in the ice-fields. She was also fitted with an
eighty horse-power Wolverine engine. The bronze tablet
in her bore the inscription, "This vessel with full equip-
ment was presented to Wilfred T. Grenfell by George B.
Cluett." He had previously asked me if I would like any
words from the Bible on the plate, and I had suggested,
"The sea is His and He made it." The designer unfortu-
nately put the text after the inscription; so that I have
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